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LTHOUGH this little Book 
is deſigned for the uſe of a par- 
cular Pariſh, for thoſe eſpecially of 
he Younger Sort in it, bred moſtly 
> labour, and in a low ſtation of lite, 
et it may not be unprofitable to all 
erſons, who are ſeriouſly diſpoſed, 
nd will diſpenſe with the plainneſs 
nd ſimplicity of ſtyle, in which it is 
rote. Whether the preſent Age is 
rorte than the foregoing, is not ealy, 
o very material, to determine, It 
8 to ſay, and more, one would 
17 than need be ſaid, that Books 
his kind are never Balder die. 
l . is as well accepted as it is 


4A 2 meant, 
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14 
meant, it will not fail of produdi 
good effects. If it ſhall give occa6g 
to any one good action, or though 
it will not be entirely fruitleſs ; but, 
it ſhall contribute to the ſaving à 80 
from Death, the Author will hat 
great reaſon to bleſs God that he hat! 
thus beſtowed ſome part of his time. 


As he hereby ſhews a charitab 
inclination to promote the Salyatic 
of others, let them return the obi 
gation, by making his endeavour: el 
fectual ; that ſo He, by Their mean 
as well as They, by His, may, tt 
the mercies of God to both, and th 
merits of His Bleſſed Son, our Re 
deemer, be everlaſtingly happy in th 
world to come. 


O0 UN TRY PARSON's 
ee. 


in Children, Beloved in the Lord! 
a3 9 it has pleaſed Almighty God to 
82 


II * 5 

h call me, although greatly un- 
a vorthy, to take care of ſome 
Re Ao . ES 

EV part of his Holy Church, ſo am 


th 8881 firmly perſuaded, that He will 


e day require at my hands an account how I 
we diſ-harged this truſt. That I may not ap- 
ear then wholly wanting in the performance 
| my duty, I take this method of addreſſing 
elf to You, putting every one of You in 
knmbrance of the engagements Ye are under 
bj Baptiſm 3 Explaining to You, in a familiar 
h the whole belief and practice of a Chri- 
"a; and exhorting You to the performance 
' every Chriftian duty. And God is my wit- 
kt, that I am very dcefirous that all of You, as 
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the world. 


. 4161 
You grow in years, may grow in Grace: 0 
Ye may all know G | on the leaft to 1 

eateſt, and obey Him as Ye ough!, living 
becometh Chriſtians, and ſhining as gt 


REMEMBER then, my dear Children, h 
there was once a time, when each of You w 
oe to God in Baptiſm, being entered int 
Chriſt's Church, by the ſprinkling of water, 
He Himſelf has appointed. The ſprinkling 
water may ſcem to You as a thing in itfe]} 
but ſmall account, and fo indeed it ; but 
Baptiſm it is a Matter of the utmoſt concer 
inſomuch as they who wilfully neglect it, he 
no ſort of title to the promiſes made to manki 
in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; for He has bee 
pleaſed to make it the ordinary means of af 
mitting perſons into His Church; and therefs 
without it, no one can be ſaid to be in coy 
nant with God, or to have any aſſurance or hq 
of being ſaved, Except a man be bern of N 
ter, a of the Spirit, ſays our bleſſed Savio 
be cannot enter into the kingdom of Ged. ohn 
5. and, in another place, He that belicueib, a 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. Mark xvi. 10. I 
this reaſon Ye were baptized, when as yet 
were infants; and from the beginning ith 
been a cuſtom in the Church to do the (am 
for our fore-fathers thought very juſt'y, that 
could never be too early to enter into coveni 
with God; and, provided any ſecurity cod 
given, that Children, when grown up, £10 
be taught what had been done for them, au. 


ſtruck 
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ged how to perform the engagements which 
entered into in their names, it ſeemed to 
moſt expedient to admit ſuch to Baptiſm, 
hough they themſelves were not capable of 
killing the terms of it. This gave occaſion 
r the requiring ſureties, or what we call God- 
ers ind Godmothers, in Infant Baptiſm ; per- 
» who have been baptiſed themſelves, and are 
good and pious converſation in the Church. 
tele undertake to teach the children they have 
wered for at the time of Baptiſm, as ſoon as 
are able to learn, what a ſolemn vow, pro- 
le, and profeſſion, they have made by them 
ir Sureties. They are to inſtruct them in the 
ture of Baptiſm, and the obligations they are 
der thereby; They are to exhort them to hear 
quently the word of God; They are to ſee 
at they are taught to read and underfiand the 
red, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Com- 
dments, in their own Mother Tongue; and, 
ly, They are to take care that they be virtu- 
ly 7% up, to lead a Godly and a Chri- 
an Life, | 
Tus inſtructions, I truſt, Ye have all of 
du received from Your own Godfathers and 
ddmothers, or from Your Parents at leaſt, 
doſe Duty it is alſo to give You them. Permit 
Eto join with them in this good work, as, by 
0's appointment, I alſo have a ſhare with them 
the care of Your Souls. Simon, ſaith our 
led Saviour, love/! thou me more than theſe? He 
I unto Him, Yea, Lord, thou knowe/l that I laue 
, Te then ſaith unto him, feed my Lambs. 
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John xxi. 15. The teaching Youth theoroy 
of Chriſtianity, and inſtilling into then; the 
ciples of it in their tender years, is, t (em; 
neceſſary conſequence of the love of Chil, 
the principal duty of the Minifters of hi, Chu 
And beſides the Benefit which You vourſe! 
may receive from me in this labour of love, 
may not be unproſitable perhaps to the of 
per years, who, when they ſee the inſtruc 
here given to You, may be Jed to reflect yy 
themſelves, and may from hence take va 
of ordering their Lives more ſuitably to t 
Chriſtian calling, 

FiRsT then let me, in a few words, acqu; 
You with the nature and advantages of tt m 
Holy Religion into which Ye are Dapti cd. Iti 
Religion built upon the ſureſt foundation, no] 
than the hopes and expectations of 7004 wa 
all ages; the teſtimony of Prophecic: even 
the beginning of the World; and the actuzl! 
velation which God was pleafed to male of Hit 
ſelf to mankind, by ſending His bleed vor 
dwell amongſt them, who, in their fleſh, 2 
with their infirmities, but without fi. „ Gid, | 
ſome ſpace of time, wholly = wah m{ell 
teaching them the way to everlaſting He, cc 
firming 1 the truth of what He faid by n 
racles and wonders, which no one coe 
wrought, except he had been ſent tzum G 
This Holy Perſon, called in Scripture the 
of God, who, in the Beginning, was with ( 
and was God; by Whom the World is [410 
have been made, and all things ——— 


| [9] 
2 was of ſuch high dignity that He thought 
robbery to be _ with God; this = 
bn, I ſay, did conſtantly and openly teach a 
. wherever He came, that there would be 
| certainly a ſuture ſtate of rewards and pu- 
ments, to which all men, in all parts of the 
+, from the beginning of the World to the 
of it, ſhall be called by a general Reſurre- 
mol their bodies from the dead, and ſhall 
dat the ſeat of His Judgment, to receive 
tr ſentence from Him, according to what 
have done in their fleſh, whether it be good 
il, Farther, he taught them that there was 
way of being reconciled to God, but thro® 
v; that God's anger againſt them for the 
jbreſhon of their firſt parents, and their own 
wal fins, cannot be pacified by any thing 
they of themſelves can do, but only by a 
alt belef in Him and His doctrines, and by 
cere and willing obedience to His com- 
s. That although Repentance doth make 
mends for faults that are paſt, and there- 
Is of no value in the fight of God, yet, if 
, and got too long delayed, it will be accept- 
rough faith in Him, and through the me- 
of His ſufferings and death. That hereb 
ns will be forgiven to Men, be they ever > 
or ever ſo often repeated, That whatſo- 
[ they ſhall aſk of God, faithfully, and in His 
de, ſhall be granted unto them. That, as be 
b Himſelf a Rcrifice and atonement for the 
of Men, ſo He would continue to the end of 
end, a Mediator for them with God, al- 
3 @ Ways 
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ways ſolliciting their pardon. And that 4y 
His abſence from them, and whilſt He wa 
ployed in this good and charitable office, 
would cauſe the Holy Spirit of God ton 
amongſt them, aſſiſting and comforting ther; 
der all the trials and temptations of this m 
ſtate, and preparing them for an etcrn:' fat 
happineſs and glory. | 
TH1s is the ſum and ſubſtance of the C 
ſtian Proſeſſion. And blefled be God“ 
Name, who has given You an epportunit 
taking it upon Lou. Make it your conf 
prayer to God, that He would be plcahd ty 
dow Y ou with that wiſdom which is {rom ab 
that he would enlighten Your minds with 
knowledge of Your duty, and give Vong 
ractiſe itz that ſo Ye may lead You w 
Vives anſwerably to this proſeſſion, and f. 
obtain the promiſe of everlaſting life, 
Bor, to be more particular, i! Ye» 
learn farther what are the benefits Y ec reap! 
being Chriſtians, Ye will find them very br 
and fully ſummed up in the Catech 0 
Church, which ye were once taught to re 
and do now, I hope, thoroughly uncertion; 
is there ſaid; that by Baptiſm We ae" 
Members of Chriſt, Children of Go, rd 
heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
are privileges fo great and glorious, that he 
nature may well be thought incapzv/c 0! ! 
But fo far has it pleaſed Almighty 10% 
mindful of Man, and fo much bas 
abounded towards us in Chriſt feu 194! 


— 


yore nas .. 


ids: 


moſt certainly in poſſeſſion of all theſe ad- 
mazes ſo long as Ye behave in all things as 
ometh Chriſtians, 

Is the fiſt place, Ye are members of Chriſt, 
ted, not to His natural body, for that were a 
02 :mpoſlible, but to His ſpiritual body, which 
he Church that congregation of faithful 
en in which the pure Word of God is preach- 
and the Sacraments are duly adminiſtered, 
ding to Chriſt's Ordinance. This Society 
Men our bleſſed Saviour is pleaſed to call His 
„ of which He Himſelf is the Head. The 
wb, lays St. Paul, is the Body of Chrift, and 
iſt ts the head of the body, the Church. Eph. i. 
23. Coloſ. i. 18. And as the Members of 
natural body, being united to the Head, do 
ave life, and ſenſe, and motion from thence, 
Chriſtians, as Members of the Church, being 
ted to Chriſt, do teceive ſpiritual lite and mo- 
fm Him. By Him all the Body by joints 
bands, having nouriſhment miniſtered, and knit 
iter, increafeth with the increaſe of God. Coloſ. 
9, Again, as the body, that is, the natural 
5 's one, and hath many members, and all the 
* of that one Bady, being many, yet are but 
Boah, fo alfo is Chri/t, that is the Church of 
at, Fer by one Spirit we are all baptized into 
2 dy, And, as we have many members in one 
ba, and all the members have not the fame of- 
1 We, being many, are one Body in Chrift, 
n.. 4. 5. Now therefore Ye are the body 
His Cb. No and members in particular. 1 Cor. xii, 
WW Now, by being Members of Chriſt, Ye are 
allured 


( 12 ] 
aſſured that Ye are continually under the n 
eſpecial care and direction of God's hy, Spit 
that as the Head contrives and order; every thi 
for the ſupport and welfare of the lemben 
Your own bodies, ſo does Chriſt Your Head 
ways watch over and preſerve You. Nay, 
are now become particular objects of i: 1 
derneſs and pity; for, as in Your own boch 
when any one of the members is hurt, the he 
ſuffers with it, ſo is Chriſt, Your bead, co 
cerned in all your afflictions, and will cither 
liver You out of them, or ſapport You und 
them, and in the end turn them to Your dv: 
tage, Now if this is the caſe of thoſe who are 
happy as to be members of Chrift, consider. 
deplorable ſtate of ſuch perſons as remain excl 
ded from the Chriſtian Church, notwithſtandi 
the frequent opportunities they have had cf 
tering into it, As they have not yet put 
Chrill moſt certain it is that they arc til! de: 


in their fins. And although they may pod 
do good works, yet not being fir{t reconciled 


God through Jeſus Chriſt, their goodneſs a 


thing worth. Confider likewiſe the u mot 


deplorable ſtate of ſuch perſons, who having 
tered into covenant with God by Baptiſm, do a 


terwards divide themfelves from the Church 
Chriſt, and cut themſelves off from that bod! 
of which they were members. Such are tle 
if any ſuch there be, who have entirely renou! 
ced their Chriſtianity : Such are they alſo wt 


have wholly abandoned and given up thenel\ 
to a wicked courſe of life, 
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13 
Is the firſt ages of the Chriſtian Church it 
pas uſual to cut off ſuch members from the body 


were turned out of the Church for a time, and 
wt ſuffered to communicate with other Chriſti- 
ns, until they had repented of their faults. This 
wer was given to His Church by Chriſt Him- 
Hf when he tells His Apoſtles that zwhat/aever 
thy bound on earth, ſhould be bound in heaven, and, 
whatever they looſed on earth, ſhould be lrojed in 
kr, Matt. xvi, 19. The Church, at pre- 
ent, is cautious and tender in the uſe of this au- 
ſhority, more ſo perhaps than is conſiſtent with 
son peace, or the good of Souls. But wick- 
& 1d profligate Men, although they are ſuf- 
to continue in the Church, are by no means 


bai re ers of Chritt's Body; no more than a dry 
of efvithered branch is a part of the vine, becaule it 
ut $not cut off from the vine; or 2 dead, morti- 
dei ed, limb is a part of the body, becauſe it is not 
ib parated from the body. As they are grown 


led ele, being paſt feeling, they are an encum- 
s bance to the body, and may probably do great 
urt to it, but they cannot themſelves receive 
ny benefit from it; for they are not vitally uni- 
ted to Chriſt, who is the Head of it, and there- 
ch e they do not partake of the influences of His 
bod ne, neither are they quickened by His holy 
the nt. Finally, Conſider that as Ye are now 
zou come members of Chriſt's body, the Church, 
; wh” Baptiſm, Ye ought not only to reverence 
che bet, who is your Head, but alſo to love one 
other. The members of your own bodies 

1 B teach 


Wwe 
— 


do 2 


of Chriſt by excommunication ; that is, they 


mn wr. — — ay ramen + <tc 
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teach You this uſeful leſſon; for they 5 
abuſe nor injure one another; on the e 
if any one of the members is hurt, th 7 
immediately join in comforting and chere 

it. And ſo it ſhould be amongſt Chrift ens, 
the members of Chriſt's body. Accordiu to th 
Apottle, All the members ſhould have the n car 
one for another; and, whether aue men» ſuf 
all the members ſuffer with it, or one men, U 
nour'd, all the members rejoice with it. Cor, x 
25. 26. For think with Vourſelves how unn 
tural it would be for a Man to hurt him(clf 
how ftrange, if the hand ſhould ſtrike the ſo 
or the foot ſhould trample upon the hand, B 
ſo it is with Chriſtians, when they eovy or guet 
re! with one another; if one member :+ hu 
the whole body is wounded, and the Head | 
grieved; that is, the Church of Chet is dil 
graced, and Chriſt, who is the Head of ii, is a 
gered thereby, There is now then (© clole 1 
union amongſt You, that, out of very cn 
reſt, Ye ought to do good one to another, 
if Ye are not at peace with one another, ye; 
divided againſt Yourſelves. It may be (aid ve 
properly of You in Your preſent tituation, t 
the mercaful Man doth good to his own S ans 
that is cruel, troubleth his own fleſh. Prov. xi.1 
For He amongſt You who afliſts anot:.cr s! 
nearly related to him, that he may be ſaid to! 
a benefactor to himſelf; and he that ic 
other may, upon the lame account, be lat 
be his own enemy. 


BU 
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bor to proceed, Sevoudly, Ye are not only 
embers of Chriſt, but Ye are 1! wow the Chil- 

of God, Another privilege which Ve receive 
(Baptiſm. Now here Ye muſt eu what it 
it be X Child of God. As (God created all 
3 they may be ſaid in ſome ſenſe to be 
Children of God ; but Ye are the Children of 
od in an higher ſenſe, as He has adopted You, 
Md choſen You out of the reſt of the world, 
; You into His more particular favour. 
[hole who never were baptized, although they 
? an a opel tunbty of being ſo, are children of 

's wrath, obſtinate, and diſobe die n . conti- 
nz ({:1] in fin, and under the curſe: But Ye 

rccovered the favour of God, through the 
perits of Jeſus Chriſt, being obedient to His 
; and although by nature Ye wore ſtrangets 
denemies to God, yet now, by Bapyln, Ye 
e taken into the family of God, and are en- 
let, by His good pleafure, to all His mercies 
vo eſſings. 2 Are all the chill (ren of (; 5. ſay 5 
te Apoſtle, by faith in Chrift Feſcs, for as | Any 
* Wy 7 w have been bapt Zed inls Cor: „ ty have Pte T1 
%%; and if Ye be Che iſi's, then are Ye Abra- 
® ſeed, and heirs, accor ding to the Promiſe, 
65 ili. 26. 27. 29. And again, As many, lays 
fle, an are led by the Spirit of God, are the Sons of 


' 
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bid. _ For Ye have not recaved the ſpirit of bond- 

1 ain to fear, but Ye have recetved the ſpirit of 
i, whereby we cry, Abba Father. The Spirit 

| Jeif rar 615 witneſs with our Spirit, that we arc 
udren of God; and, if Children, then Hers, 

BY Geir fd bis he” wa of Christ „% be that 


we 


— — — — — 


[ 16 
we ſuffer with Him, that we may be G uit, 
together. Rom. viii. 14. 15, 16. 17, Tens gy 
bleſſed Saviour is ſaid 25 g power 71, , 
recerved Him, to become the Sons of d. | 
And He is not oſhamed, according to the bg 
to the Hebrews, to call them brethren, 1 11 
as we find he does in many parts c the ! 
Scriptures, This it is to be the children (3:00 
and thus well are Ye aſſured that all of 
ſuch. Conſider then the honour tough . 
are advanced: Ye have the fame Fat: 
Chriſt Himſelf, who is God bleſſed for -: « 
are not only members of Chriſt's body therefore 
but in ſome reſpect equal to Chriſt Him. , 
beld what manner of lite the Father bat” fe 
upon us, that Ye ſbould be called the Son, ef G1 
1 Joh. iii. 1. Hereby Ve are afſured that Ga 
will bear with the untowardneſs of Your nature 
will pity Your infirmities, and favour» bes 
Your requeſts; that He will ſupply Your wants 
ieward Your well-doings, and gently cor:ed 
Your miſcarriages, which are all acts of {ather!y 
affection. Your fathers here on eat! be: 
love and affe ction for You, beyond de 
Yourſelves ever ſelt or can conceive; u0g8 
then what bowels of compaſſion, what | 
tenderneſs, Your heavenly Father has 
whoſe creatures Ye are; who is all gag. 
He has all power, and is as willing to!“ 
as He is capable of ſo doing. Conſi 
duty that lies upon You, by being . 
children of God. At the ſame tine 
obey Your carthly parents, remenibcr ' 
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we 2 Father alſo in heaven. Make it Your 
ef buſtneſs to pleaſe Him, for He is Your 


Friend. Do not oblige or excuſe Your- 


ves to Your parents here by any thing which 
e know will be offenſive to Your heavemy a- 
ber; neither make mention of the name ot 
d lightly, and in Your ordinary diſcourſe, for 


name is holy, and muſt not come into Your 
puths upon any but ſolemn occaſions, when 


e beg of him to relieve Y our wants, or return 
In thanks for His bleſſings, or are ſaying 


wthing which tends to the advancement of 
honour and glory, Do nothing, in ſhort, 
bel) | 's tinful, for thereby Ye not only oftend 
ajeſty of Almighty God, but abuſe the 
nes of a moſt loving and tender Father, 
3, conſider the bad ſtate of thoſe who are 
tof God's family. Do not deſpiſe or inſult 
tn, who, by being not baptized, are not re- 
% God's Favour, but look upon them as 

Children, who are forſaken and turned 
# ors, as it were, by Your heavenly Fa- 
| » becauſe of their diſobedience. Endeavour 
fconcile them to God, if poſſibly You can, 
ati and repentance. Bring them home 
| that ſtrange country, where they afc vt 
ping, naked, and almoſt ſtarved, fec ding 
| Aulks with ſwine, and endeavour to lay 
n the boſom of Your Father, always open 
c:ve them, that they may live in the king- 
0: the Goſpel, and be fed with the bread 
e. Have compaſſion for all men, aud let 
* our conſtant prayer to Your heavenly 
3 a Father, 


ible, and undefiled, and that fadeth n 


ſerved in heaven for us. 1 Pet. i. 3. 4. 


118 
Father, that, in His good time, he won bring 
the whole world into His Family, the Church 
that, with one mouth as dutiful Chili:-5, x 
may all glorify Him here, and be glos ed! 
Him, as His bleſſed Children, hereatter. 
AND this leads me, thirdly, to conl:d-r an 
other benefit Ve have received by being pee 
namely, that thereby Ye are made Inhcritors 
the Kingdom of Heaven. V children, favs t 
Apoſtle, then, heirs, heirs of God, and j1int he 
with Chriſt. Rom. viii. 17. This Inheritan 
it ſeems, is the neceſſary conſequence of 1% 
being Children of God. It will be we!! wor 
Your while therefore to know what this inher 
ance is, what that Kingdom of Heaven, wh 
Ye are made heirs by Baptiſm, Now S. 7 
tells You, that Ye are juſtified by God's Grace, !! 
thereby Ye may be made heirs, according i !\4 «. 
of eternal life. Tit. iii. 7. And St. Ve 
that by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chri/t from 


dead, we are begotten ts an inheritance (11.1111 


— 


{tle to the Hebrews likewiſe tells Y ou, {4 


ts Heir of all things, Heb. i. 2. and in ano 
place, that we are joint heirs with Chr:/1, 0088” 
Viii. 17. Whence it may be concluded, 110: Wn 
have a title to the joys and glories of 104 1 
for which the word of God Hime!“ e 
curity, and His holy Spirit Your aſſiſtance in ; 


taining them. What the joys of he 25, 
which Ye are heirs, is beyond the cap 
mind of Man to conceive, and therein 


- 
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not be deſcribed. It is ſufficient for You to 
ow, what the Goſpel hath revealed, that in 
wen there will be no more ſorrow, no tempt- 
don, nor fears, nor death; That, on the con- 
m, Ye will be perpetually entertained with 
& wonders of God's glory, and delighted with 
u contemplations of His goodneſs ; that Your 
nds will be filled with holy joy, and that You 

ill be thoroughly ſatisfied with Your happy 
ute, and ſo continue for ever. I his is the in- 
vitance of a Chriſtian. And as Ye ever hope 
p ſucceed to it, prepare Vourſelves for it, re- 
pembring that without Holineſs no man ſhall 
ke the Lord. Let the joy which is ſet before 
ou, encourage You to preſs forward, and make 

{Your utmoſt care that Ye do not loſe that no- 
e prize that is propoſed to You as the reward 
our labours. As Your treaſure is in hea- 
- (Wen, bo let Your hearts be there alſo. Be not 
c follicitous concerning the things of this 
71 A Be not afraid of it's troubles, nor fond 
es vanities, Do not greedily feek aſter, or 

= 7 ane about honour, wealth, or any of thoſe 

ee, which the children of this world are fond 


hall be removed out of Y our ſight, This world, 
ih all the pomp and ſplendor of it, ſhall va- 
An away, and a new ſcene of affairs ſhall be 
mened, worthy Y our attention. In the progrets 
if Your lives, Ye will meet perhaps with many 
Uiriſtians, who ſeem to have forgot that they 
ve heirs of the kingdom of heaven. All their 
lioughts ſeem to be employed in making pro- 
viſion 


. For yet a little while, and all theſe things. 
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viſion for this life, as though it were 
but loſt time which is ſpent in ſecur; 
vancing their intereſt in the life to cor 
theſe men, by ſome, are called wiſe an 
but be aſſured of this, that there can be no p 
er inſtance of human folly : For they dic .. i 
midſt of theſe their worldly cares, arc tc“ 
from their eſtates here, and are in dar: 
ſing the inheritance, which was deſigne (c/ 
hereafter, Let it be Your chief buſineſs: \ fecy 
Your beſt, and deareſt intereſt. Seek 5:4. +: 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, for 
matters but little what Your circum. , 
in this life, if fo be that Ye take goo head. 
Ye be diſinherited in the life to come. / 
things, that are ſeen, are temporal, but, 
that are not ſeen are eternal, 2 Cor. iv, i 
HirBERTO I have ſet before You th: oe: 
privileges and advantages, of the Chriſtin p; 
feſſion, into which Ye are baptized ; a:; 
taken occaſion to add a word of advice. it th 
concluſion of every particular, And, althou 
the hopes of a Chriſtian are ſo valuable, t! 
one would think, he ſhould want noth: N: 
prompt and oblige him to a ſteady per! 
of his duty, yet _ put You in mind, * 
is not ouly Y our intereſt to live in obedict 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, but Ye are bound b. 
lemi declara; on At! 0 v 127 4 made at the c of 
Your recc:ving ; Baptilin, 1 t Ve will it 
did then promite, by . . eee and God- 
mothers, that Ye would renounce the!“ 


all his Works; the pomps and vaniyes 0 
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il world, and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. 
1 Ye would believe all the Articles of the 
tian faith. And that Ye would keep God's 
Will and Commandments, and walk in the 
all the days of Your life. This is called the 
me! Vow, which, being made for You, 
in Your names, it lies upon You to per- 
„ 45 it is indeed Your concern, and in Your 
r alone to do it. 

Now, in the firſt place, Ye have promiſed to 
unce the Devil, and all his works. And ver 
pe it is that every Chriſtian ſhould make this 
vation at his Baptiſm. For St. John ſays, 
thi; purpoſe was Cod manifeſted, that he might 
y the works of the devil. 1 Joh. iii. 8. That 
he Kingdom of Chriſt was ſet up in oppo- 
to the kingdom of that evil Spirit; and 
efore it is neceſſary that Chriſtians, or the 
ts of Chriſt's kingdom, ſhould enter into 
gagement to be faithful to Him; and to 
lehance to the Devil, and all the ſtratagems 
makes vie of, to ſeduce Men from their obe- 
« 0 (30d, By liſting Vourſelves under the 
ds of Chriſt, and promiſing to renounce 
Devil and all his works, Ye have given aſ- 
ce to the Church, that Ye will, in no wiſe, 
nenance and ſupport the growing power of 
that Le will, on the contrary, by Your own 
0p! and by every other method of which 
wm capable, endeavour to ſubdue it, and hin- 
from prevailing in the world. Ye have de- 
that Ye will always oppoſe it, in every 
e, and under every denomination, ſo far as 


kitting Your reſpective ſtations; and that 
Ye 
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Ye will maintain an utter abhorrence of «+ 
thing which Ye know to be me b 2 to 
Thar Ye may faithfully diſcha 
miſe ſuffer me to give You a fc» 
tions, Let it remain deeply impri::: 
minds, as an infallible truth, that, (| 
which happen to mankind, Sinn 
Poverty, Sickneſs, and Death, arec 
becauſe they are grievous to be born. 
fore we have a natural abhorrencc of the; 
but they are really not ſuch, being tente 
attended with good and happy conſeque 
But Sin brings with it regret of mi. 
makes us uneaſy here, and draw: 
ſure deſtruction of our Souls, whic * 
us for ever miſerable hereafter. Sin teste 
truly an evil, and the only one Ye can r 
ly ſtand in dread of. If Ye can preters: 
ſelves from it, or, at leaſt, ſincerely © 
to do it, Ye have nothing to appreher: 
difpleaſure of God, or the wicked ei 
Men, or the malice and ſubtil: ty of the Je 
But remember, that, as great an evi! #3 > 
and, as fatal as it may be to Your . 
Your ve ry nature, Ye are moſt ftron:' 
to it, eſpecially ſome kinds of it, wi ch 
Your utmoſt conſtancy and refolutio! 
find it a difficult matter to refit. 
therefore to Your own ſtrength. p! 
God daily, that, with the power o 61 
he would be pleaſed to aſſiſt Y our e Gea\ 
and give ſucceſs to the means w 
uſe of, for the preſervation of Lo 
More particularly make it your hun: 
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Almighty God, that he would protect You 
bm the danger of falling into thoſe Sins, which 


c properly Sins of the Devil, as he ſeems more 


xcially concerned in tempting Men to them, 


tom whence therefore he takes his name. 
ch are Lying, Slandering, Pride, and Revenge; 
u in which the foundation of the Devil's king- 
m was laid, and to which the increaſe of it in 
world is chiefly owing. Theſe Sins, by this 
tof Your Baptiſmal Vow, Ye are chiefly en- 
ed to guard againſt ; and be aſſured that, al- 
juch the power of Your ghoſtly enemy is very 
at, God will enable You to reſiſt it, if Ye do 
mbly aſk His help and protection. If Ve draw 
th unto God, he will draw nigh unto You; 
„ when Ye perceive Vourſelves inwardly 
mnzthened by God's holy Spirit, be ſure to 
xy the motions and directions of it; ſo will 
continue in You, and dwell with You, and 
ectually deliver You from all temptation. 

*CONDLY, by Your Baptiſmal Vow, Ye have 
aged to renounce the pomps and vanities of 
u wicked world, The world is called wicked, 
h made by the power of God, and governed 
His providence, becauſe, through the luſts 
paſſions of men, it adminiſters to You many 
talons of falling into fin. Hence it is that 
apoſtle declares, that Chrift gave Himſell for 
Ks, that He might deliver us from this preſent 
Ard. Gal. i. 4. And our Bleſſed Saviour, 
the ſame reaſon, bids us nat ts lade the world, 
er the things that are in the world ; for, if any 
: love; the world, ſays He, the love of the Va- 
nat in him. 1 Joh. ii. 15, The pomps and 
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vanities of the world are all thoſe t es wi 
in the eyes of ſinful Men, ſcem dene, 
though there is no real goodnefs 1" them, 
any true ſatis faction ariſing from them, 8 
more particularly are Riches, and Han 
which every good Chriſtian ſhould % 6 
nounce, as not to be covetous of the one, or 4 
bitious of the other. By the pomys cf 
world, it is probable, that the experilive ſhy 
and barbarous and obſcene ſports, made uf 
by the Heathens, in honour of their Del 
were principally meant; and accordingly, 
the primitive times of Chriftianity, it was 
lawful for a Chriſtian to be preſent at ch 
tertainments. But the words do likewiſe de 
all that exceſs of every kind, which men, 
high Ration more particularly, are betrayed | 
by their vanity and pride. Magnihcence, 
grandeur, if truly ſuch, are not unbecom 
are perhaps neceſſary to, ſome ſtation: » 
But extravagance and luxury, in every ( 
are follies of pernicious conſequence, (ervit 
no other purpoſe but to draw oft th+ 119% 
of Men from religious duties, and to at 
their minds from God. Theſe vans tl 
fore Ye have renounced in Baptiſm, tt 
tive of Chriſtianity, Ye have vowed that 
will not exceed the bounds of mod ration, 
the rules of ſobriety, in the enjoy cnt 9 
things of this life; that Ye will not set! 
hearts upon them, nor be greed“ 
them; that Ye will rather learn to 
eſpecially when they come into competition! 
Your future hopes; and, that Le 

ue 
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rus Your only true intereſt, that of the Sal- 
on of Your Souls, notwithſtanding the temp- 

ions, which may be laid in Your way, to ſe- 
.d divert You from it. Even the inno- 

al # pleaſures of life Ye are {o far refojved 


bet ot, that they (hall not employ too much of 
, Or time, teſt they ſhould take poſſeſſion of 
5 0 # minds, and cauſe You to contract ſuch a 

e e neis for the world, that Ye cannot part with 
© hout great reluctance. Te h. 9. oh Ty 
Del to let Your affections on thi mines abo: 
e. h 5 e do take a reaſonable ſatisfaction, a 
Was * to do, in the conveniencies, and bl 1 
Ms, of life; and that Ye arc ready to reſign 
e of 1 molt willingly, whenlſoever it {hall ple: aſe 
wry | to take them from You, or You een 
11 


m, being prepared, and glad to excha, ge 
a for that everlafti: 18 happineſs, which is the 
e of Your high calling in Chriſt Jeſus. 
r in Baptiſm, Le have renounced 
iaful luſts of the fleſh. By which part 
Yo our vow Ye have engaged Voutſelves to 
and govern, all thoſe appetites and in- 


9 one, which belong to You as men, and 
857 1 mplanted in Vour nature for very good and 
* ſes, The luſts, or deſires of the fleſn, 
. net given to Men for no other purpoſe, 
”" that they might be ſo many ſnares and 
ws tations to them. Far be it from us to 
* Wl unworthily of the Goodnets of God. 
725 tis neceltary to the preſent ſtate of things, 
E e ſhould be fo framed ; and theſe difpo!t- 

11 4 ; Under a proper reſtraint, are, no doubt, of 


fingula: 
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ſingular uſe to You in Your preſent {i 
The affairs of the world could not be c1rt/e 
on without them, and the counſel: P, ro 
dence in creating it, would be fruſtta ed gthe; 
wiſe, and made of none effect. But den the! 
appetites and deſires are ſuffered to exceed e 
proper bounds, when they govern, cad g 
being in ſubjection, then do they become {nf 
luſts of the fleſh, and ſuch as Ye have declare 
Yourſelves to be at enmity with, Hence 
ceed drunkenneſs, gluttony, 1 ady 
tery, ſtrife, envyings, murders, and the !ik 
Thele, with many others, are called by $ St "0 
the works of the fleſh, Col. iii. 5. &c. and a 
ſuch works Ye have declared an abhorrence g 
Ye have vowed, that, by the help of Co: 
Grace, Ye will not do them Yourſelves, nor 
any wiſe contribute to the doing of the m, 
iving encouragement or COuntenance to 0! 107 
hat Ye may be the better able to perform: 
promiſe, let me adviſe You carefully to obſer! 
what fins of this kind Ye are moit!y inclir 
to. And although, with the A poitic, Y 
a{ſured that in Your fl 2/þ dwwelleth no g A 
Rom. vii. 15. yet let it be Your eſpecial cat 
guard Yourſelves in the weakeft part, e. 
Ve apprehend moſt danger of being 
Avoid every opportunity, as far as in Lon le 
by which Ye may be enticed to comme 4") 
theſe fins. In a more particular mannes U 
idleneſs, and floth, and betake Vourſclues 9 
in the early time of age, to ſome ho. 


uſcful employment, They that do otherw! 


7. * 
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wits provifien for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts theres 
according to the Apoſtle, Rom. xiii. 14. that 
„ they give themſelves up to intemperance, 
nd looſe converſation, the conſtant companions 
of an i lle life, whereby the luſts of the fleſh are 
| id, and nouriſhed, and fo prove unruly, and 
| Walt controul. 
8 ass let this ſuffice for the firſt part of Your 
[are MBiptiſmal Vow, whereby Ye promiſe to re- 
bro dunce the Devil, and all his works; the 


zu ps, and vanities of this wicked world; and 
che finful luſts of the fleſh. Ye have de- 
Pa c:red in the ſecond place, that Ye will believe 
iche Articles of the Chriſtian faith. 

Ce 0 To believe a thing is to be well perſuaded of 


od ee truth of it. And, although it is impoſſible 
ſr Lou to believe what Ye pleaſe, yet in pro- 
niling to believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
ith, Ye do not undertake an impoſſibility. For 
hey admit of no doubt, becauſe they are the ſum 
ind ſubſtance of the chtiſtian faith, as it ſtands 
dearly and plainly deſcribed in the holy Scrip- 
lures, They are what all members of the Chri- 
tian Church therefore have generally believed, 
hom the beginning of it to this day, although 
here have not been wanting ſuch as have diſ- 
uted concerning the meaning of ſome terms, 
n which theſe articles have been expreſſed, 
Now tis Your duty thoroughly to inform Your- 
tives, what theſe articles of the Chriſtian faith 
ne, and in what ſenſe they are to be under- 


Wod; and whether Ye Vourſelves do believe 
bem, as they ouyht to be believed. In the firſt 
hd of 
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of theſe particulars, I will ur t to infor 
You; in the latter, Ye muſt inform v. 


ſelves ; for nobody elſe is capable of Dine jt 
Whether Ye do truly, and e xlevet 


articles of the Chriſtian faith, 

which Your own Fete” rumen are 15 0 
cerned, But, I may add, that, if 1 0 
Your lives according to ſuch A belief, Le! 


good reaſon to think that Ye do not doc 


V ourſelves, or others, in this reſpect, or 


tian obedience is the beſt f. {19n of Chriſtian FR 


and if Ye do behave, in every thing, 


10 the rules of the Goſpel, Lee 10 fealon t 


doubt of Your belief of the Goſpc! 


IESE then are the articles of the Crit 


faith, and this is the ſenſe in which 


to 8 believed, as appears to us from the Hol 


Scripture 3, 

FIRST, Ye are to believe that there is a G 
and but one God only, an eternal E A g, ink 
in perfection, and the author, and TIVE 


thing which is good, and, in any de: * 1 


in others; T nat He has all power inf 
which He at firſt created, and does now 

and govern, all things in Heaven and 
That He is therefore the God, and a 
all Men. And Ye do beheve that, from 
eternity, He was the Father of our Lr 


Chriſt, 


IN like manner, Ye are to believe, that 


ſus Chriſt was always, from all eternit; 
of God; That He took the name © 
Chriſt in the flcth, as He was a Perſon £ 


— — > — 
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id and anointed of God, for the Redemption 
ind Salvation of Mankind. And, that He there- 
y became our Lord, as He hath purchaſed us 
with His Blood, and, as all power, and autho- 
nity, is exerciſed by Him over His Church. 

W1TH regard to the manner in which theSon 
of God took our fleſh upon Him, and became 
idle to the world, that He might ſufter for it, 
Ye believe, that He was conceived of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and bora of the Virgin Mary ; that is, 


by the power, and operation, of God's Holy Spi- 


it, a Woman was made to conceive, and bring 
forth, without the ordinary means of Genera- 
ton, or the concurrence of a man; That from 
hence our Bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt hath both 
z real human Body, and a real human Soul, 
but without any ſtain of fin upon either of 
them, becauſe of the extraordinary, and holy 
manner, in which He was produced. 

YE believe, that the ſame Holy Perſon, aſter 
preaching repentance and forgiveneſs of fins, to 
the world, for fome ſpace of time, and, after 
working many miracles, in confirmation of the 
truth of what He ſaid, did ſuffer undef Pontius 
Fate, was crucified, dead, and buried, and de- 
ended into hell; That is, at ſuch a preciſe 
ume, foretold by the Prophets, when the Jews 
were under the power of the Romans, and Pon- 
dus Pilate, a Roman, was their governour, our 
Bleſſed Saviour did ſuffer from the Jews man 
grievous things, as ſcourgings, mockings, but. 
tings, and the like: that His body, whilſt He 
Was yet alive, was fixed to a Croſs, after the 

C 3 manner 
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manner of a criminal; that He did really d 
upon the Croſs; that His body when dead, wa 
taken down thence, and laid in a Grave; an 
that His ſoul went into the place appointed { 
it, during it's ſtate of ſeparation. 
YE believe, farther, that the ſame Jeſu 
Chriſt, who was crucified, dead, and buried 
aroſe again the third day from the dead ; th 
15, after lying, for that ſpace of time, in th 
Grave, His ſoul was reſtored to His body, an 
He did leave His ſepulchre and did appear ali 
to many perſons, for many days, with the ſam 
ſoul, and body, which He had before He wa 
put to death. And this Ye are to believe, w 
done by His own Divine Power, by which 
was enabled to lay down His life, and take 
again, 
YE believe alſo, that He aſcended into hea 
ven, and fitteth on the right hand of God, th 
Father Almighty ; That is, when He had abod 
ſome time upon earth, after His reſurrectio! 
and had converſed frequently with His Diſct 
ples, and others, He did, in the preſence of ma 
ny perſons, go up from them, with His huma 
ſoul, and body, becoming inviſible to the wor! 
from that time, and being advanced to a ſeat 
the greateſt Honour, and Glory in heaven. 
AND Ye do believe, that He ſhall there con 
tinue, governing, and directing, His Church 
and interceding for it with God the Father, un 
til the end of the world, when He ſhall com 
again to judge both the quick and the dead 
"That is, all thoſe who ſhall be found then alu 
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y di don the earth, as well as thoſe who are departed 
„wa et of this Life, ſhall appear before the judg- 
an nent ſeat of Chriſt, at this His ſecond coming, 
ed nd ſhall be acquitted or condemned, rewarded 

gr puniſhed, according to what they have done, 
TeſuWMyhether it be good or evil. 
uric FARTHER, as Ye believe in God the Father, 
th nd God the Son, fo do Ye believe in God the 
Holy Ghoſt, or the Holy Spirit, who is the Third 
Perſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, and of the ſame 
ali diene Nature with the Father, and the Son. 
: ſafe is called in Scripture the Holy Spirit, becauſe 
c wal is by His means more eſpecially that all the 
tlect, or choſen people of God are ſanctified, or 
made holy. As Ye believe the Father to have 
been Your Creator, and the Son Your Redeem- 
rr, ſo Ye believe the Holy Ghoſt to be Your 
Helper, and Comforter, in all things, wherein 
Ye ſtand in need more particularly of the di- 
fine aſſiſtance. He enlightens Your under- 


ectionifandings, diſpoſes Your wills, and enables You 
Diſc go through, and perform, every good and 
of maß elgious undertaking. He affiſts Your prayers, 
1umaiirengthens You againſt temptations, and en- 


ables You to diſcern the malicious ſubtilties of 
the Devil, and the cheats, and deluſions of the 
world, and the fleſh, He poſſeſſes You with 
tne knowledge of Your true intereſt, and is 
fer admoniſhing and encouraging You in the 
purſuit of it. Finally, by His ſanctifying Pow- 
ft, He unites You, and all good Chriſtians, to 
Chriſt Your head, ſealing Your Souls with ſuch 
a inward aſſurance of God's favour, that = 
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do firmly hope, and are perſuaded in Yourſelye 
that, through the mercies of God, Ye ſhall h 
everlaſtingly happy in a future ſtate, 

AFTER Ye have profeſled to believe thus! 
each of the Three Perſons of the bleſſed Ti 
nity, Ye declare alſo, that there is one Churc 
of Chriſt, called the Holy Catholick, or uni 
verſal Church. The Church here meant, 
the general aflembly of all ſuch, as, from t 
firſt publiſhing of the Goſpel to this preſe 
time, have believed in Chriſt, and who hereake 
ſhall do the ſame, to the end of the world. Y 
do profeſs therefore to believe, that all hol 
Perſons, who have died in the Faith of Chiiſ 
and in the Fear of God's Holy Name, do co: 
tinue Members of Chriſt's Church, althoug 
they are removed out of our fight into a ſep; 
rate State; and that they with all good a 
pious Chriſtians, now remaining in the work 
do make but one Church, or Society, as th 
are united under one and the fame Head, Jeſ 
Chriſt; that they are ſanctiſied by the {a 
Blefled Spirit, and ſhall one day partake of th 
ſame Happineſs in the glorious Kingdom of God 
Ye do farther profefs to believe, that That pa 
of Chriſt's Church, which is here on Ear 
ſhall never entirely ceaſe, but that there ſh; 
always be a number of faithful Perſons cont 
nuing to believe, and practiſe, as they al 
taught in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, to the en 
of the world. 

YE do allo believe, that in this Church 
Chriſt, there is, and always will be, a Comm! 


I 


111839 
gon of Saints. That is, that all true Chri- 

hans, as well thofe who are departed out of 

bs life, as thoſe who remain in it, have accels 
God the Father, being Z in covenant with Him, 

rough Jeſus Chriſt; That they ate in Com- 
munion alſo with God the Son, who has pur- 
ſed them with His Blood, and redeemed 
hem to Himſelf ; and, that they have the Fel- 
byſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, who dwelleth in 
hem, and is their Councellor and Guide; That 
here is alſo ſo far an intercourſe between good 
Ind holy men on earth, and the angels of God 

g heaven, as that they have an affectionate te- 
ud lor them, and delight in miniſtering to 
dem, whenſoever they are commanded to to do. 
Ind, finally, Ve believe, that the members of 
kriſt have, and Gcught-to have, communion 
nth one another, not only in prayer, and the 
mniſtry of God's Holy Word, and Sacra- 
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. ol gents, but in love, and charity, and all good 
5 wm pores, whereby they can be benehcial to each 
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F ARTHER, Ye do believe, that, as members 
the Chriſtian Church, Ye have the ineſti— 
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55 # able Benefit of that mofl IG promiſe of 
al 1 * 6 
* forgiveneſs of Sins. That is, tha!, by the 
re {hi ding Hi d. d 
ding His Son into the world, it bas eaſe 
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mighty God to iſſue out a free pardc n to all 
ich as ſhall embrace the terms of His Holy 
wel. That, when all the wiſdom of Man 
ud not contrive an expedient, whereby h2 
Wnt hope to be reconciled to God, and when 
whole World was ſunk into deſpair, through 
tlie 
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the burthen of their Sins, for which ey cc 
make no atonement, it pleaſed God, in 4 
Bowels of His Mercy, to cauſe tidinos f ert 
Joy to be proclaimed to the wretched Sg: 
en, no leſs than a ſure forgiveneſs of 4" the 
Sins by repentance, and faith in Chef fes 
And, as there is none other name 1:4 
given among Men, by which we muſl le 
only that of the Lord Jeſus, Acts iv. 12. 
lieve that forgiveneſs of Sins is not to beg 
tained in any other way than that which 
Goſpel preſcribes; not from any author wh; 
Men may falſly, and preſumptuouſly. 9g; 
to themſelves; not by performing tuch thi 
as the Goſpel does not require You to do, 
by a ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and a (inc 
obedience to His Will, and Commandmen!s, 
VE do believe alſo, that there wil! b- a R 
ſurrection of the Dead. That is, that the B 
dies of all Men, although now difiolvcd n 
duſt, from whence they were at fiiſt taker, 114 
be raiſed from the grave, and their So lt 
be again united to them; And, that the 30. 
of the Faithful ſhall be reſtored to them n 
a glorified State, as to be capable of enjoy! 
Everlaſting Happineſs; and the Bodies of d 
Wicked in ſuch a State, as ſhajl nate tn 
ſenſible of Everlaſting Miſery and TI o:ment, 
For, finally, Ye do believe that there w: 
a Life Everlaſting. That is, that, after thek 
ſurrection from the Dead, Ye wil! ber 
into a State, where Ye can never die s m. 
and in which the Good will be happy, «i 
Wicked miſerable to all Eternity. 7 
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Tuts is the belief of a Chriſtian, according to 
at Revelation, which God has been pleaſed to 
bike of Himſeif in His Son Chriſt Jeſus ; the 
duch of which Ye muſt be really, and fully, 
terſuaded of, if Ye expect to receive any be- 
fit from being Baptiſed in His Name. And, 
b theſe Things are to be believed, fo likewiſe 
re there many things to be done, in order to 
xcompliſh the Eternal Salvation of Y our Souls, 
For, laſtly, Ye do promiſe that Ye will keep 
zds holy Will, and Commandments, and 
Walk in the ſame all the days of Your Lives. 
this Ye engage, that Your outward actions 
bill always be agreeable to the inward per- 
lion of Your minds; and, that Your Faith 
ball not be dead, and unprofitable, but lively, 
ive, and fruitful of good works. The Will, 
nd Commandments of God Ye have likewiſe 
miealed to You in the Goſpel of His Bleſſed 
bon; the Moral Law, given of old to the Jews, 
ing there explained, improved, and adapted 
þthe State of Mankind under the New Cove- 
nt of Grace, by Jeſus Chriſt Himſelf, 

ls the firſt place, Ye are not only to have the 
Lord for Your God, and none other beſides 
um, but, from numerous paſſages of the New 
leſtament, Ye are taught, and commanded, to 
eve in Him, to fear Him, to love Him, with 
ul Your heart, and all Your mind, with all 
four ſoul, and with all Your ftrength ; to wor- 
W Him, to give Him thanks; to put Youg 
Mole truſt in Him, to call upon Him, to ho- 
ur His wy Name and His Word; and to 
kg Him truly all the Days of Your lives, 
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Ye are commanded, not only to avoid ef 
of Idolatry, or the worſhipping of G de 
the form, and ſhape, of an Image, or :|;- (ike 
neſs of any thing, which is in Heaven, or Harth 
but Ye are forbid, even in your inmott though 
to put any degree of confidence in 2:14 ting 
but the Goodneſs, and Power, of Gd, 218 
Merits of His Son Jeſus Chriſt. Au! thi. \ 
are forbid to do, upon the higheſt pen 1 
the loſs of temporal Blethings, or the 
Curſe upon You, and Your children 
eternal Perdition, and Deſtruction, of You 
Souls, and a perpetual excluſion from the Hing 
dom, and Prefence, of God herealtcr, 

V are forbid to {wear lightly, an th 


# 


by God's holy Name. And Ye are tau: (a 
ther, that neither ſhould Ye allow on 
in ſwearing by any thing that is ſacred. 
bears a relation to God; That Ye thou 
ſwear by Yourſelves, or any part of Le 
inaſmuch as Ye are the creatures of Cr, an 
conſecrated to His Service; nay, that Y - | 
not ſwear at all, at any time, or upon of 
caſion, unleſs Ye are called upon by Proel 
thority to do fo, for the ending of Hr ©: 
any other important, and good purpo!- 

E are commanded allo to dedicate tc 529 
bath, or every ſeventh day of the wec +, | 
reſt from Your ordinary labours, because 
that day God did finiſh the Creation g“ 
World, and hallowed, or fanctibed it, -+ © 
of reſt, to be perpetually obſerved by #1: / 
ple, the Jews, And, although it wiil a 
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1 
four duty, on account of the reaſonableneſs of 
ind God's Pleaſure ſignified herein, to ob- 
de and keep holy one day in ſeven, yet, as 
hu redemption was compleated by Jeſus 
lt s raiſing Himſelf from the dead upon the 
| day of the week, it ſeemed good to the 
bly Ghoſt, and to the Apoſtles of our Lord, 
picr * immediate influence, to transfer the 
's of the Sabbath from the ſeventh to the 
| day of the week, and to cauſe this altera- 
n to be obſerved as an ordinance amongſt all 
Miſtians for ever. Ye are taught moreover, 
commanded, to dedicate this Chriſtian Sab- 
Þ, now called the Lord's Day, not only to a 
Jef Your bodies from the labours of Your 
BY but of Your minds from all Your 
tidy concerns. Ye are bid to ſpend this 
ly day in the more immediate ſervice, and 
hip of God; in prayer, in breaking of 
kl, or the receiving the holy Sacrament of 
Lord's Supper, in meditation, in reading, 
eating the Word of God preached and ex- 
ned to * and in works of mercy, cha- 
an nd piet 
[rt are the duties Ye are to difcharge to- 
ds Te od, With regard to Your Neig! kbour, 
lone 2119ther, Ye are called upon, ia the firſt 
ke, 10 pay due honour, and reverence, to 
wr Parents; To obey all their lawful com- 
ads; To ſubmit to their corrections ; and 
comfort and ſuccour them in their diſtreſs, 
mer, Le are to be dutiful to Your Civil 
kents, as well as Y our natural ones; that is, 
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Ye are to obey the Magiſtrates, which are 
over You; not out of a dread of puniſhmes 
but for the ſatisfaction of Y bur own e Hence 
as They are the Ordinance of God, 2 


* a | 


inted by Him to govern, and proicct u. 
Ye are to be obedient alſo to Maſters. 4 
ers, and Governors. In every ftaticn gf l 
in ſhort, Ye are to behave ſuitably to the fu 
ordination, in which Ye are placed ; and 
Exerciſe Your authority righteouſly, aid int 
fear of God, over all thoſe, if any ſuch th 
are, as are ſubordinate to You. 
of any Man, either ſecretly, or openly ; cit! 
by acting Yourſelves, or by aſliſting othe 
Ye ſhall do no Murder. And not only 
but, according to the Goſpel explanation 
this Commandment, Ye ſhall check anden 
derate Your anger, from whence Murder, 
nerally proceeds. For, if Ye let it tran{ 
You fo far as to revile another with h 
ſpeeches, Ye ſhall not be guiltleſs. Out 
the Heart are the Tues of Life; tha: is, 
men Think, they generally Act; and it ti 
do' not Act accordingly, they are not alway: 
trained by the fear of God, which ought to 
one of the rules of their whole conduct. 
are to fee then that Your hearts be not cv 
that no malice, envy, or revenge be fred 
harbour there; for He that Wills, or + ih 
the death of another, with God, the 4 
of Hearts, is accounted no leſs guilty, !! 

had accompliſhed it. 
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Tus ſame may be ſaid of the next Com- 
uudment. For, although Ye are forbid to 
mmit the act of Adultery only, vet, accord- 


Are! 
me! 


Ence - 8 þ 

bs our Bleſſed Saviour's Interpretation of 
rer inclination, or diſpoſition of the mind 
ac ads it, is criminal. And therefore Ye are 


| C\ 
| reby obliged to keep Your minds, as well as 
eur bodies, in temperance, fobriety, and 
1 ulltity. Fhat is, Ve are to regulate even 
inte thoughts and deſires, left they finally 
d You into fins of Uncleanneſe; Or, it 
y do not, yet the very entertainment of them 


hel Your minds is oftenſtve to God, and will 
eit rel His holy Spirit to leave You; who, Ye 
ot cis {2 ppoſe, will not dwell in ſuch company, 
\nly Wh fouw), and debauched an habitation, 
tion rann, Ye are forbid to Real; That is, 
aud Your Neighbour of his goods in any 
der the various ways, Which the wickedneſs of 
1 (ons carts, has contrived, to injure one another 
'h ha their property. On the contrary, Ye are 
Out WP >: fair, avd upright, in all Your dealings; 
„be careful to provide tar Vourſelves, and 
oer families, by Your own labour, and pains, 
ways to be thoroughly contented with that ho- 
ht to livelihood, which, Providence has allotted 
1c. bu. If Ye feck any thing farther, it muſt 
not cv that Ye may have to give to others, and 
tere 


it ior Your own uſe only. Nay, fo fat mould 
e be from defrauding others, that, if Ve are 
Q Karted Y ourſelves, Ye ſhall not be over ſor- 
, (110% to recover Your jult rights by Law. Ye 
—_ de ready * injuries of this kind, 
2 : 


as 
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as well as others, provided Ye are at eng 
to do, and the conſequences of Your 60 
neſs may not be hurtful to others. 

AGAIN, Ye are forbid to bear fa! wir, 
againſt Your Neighbour, That is, Ye 
ſtrictly to ſpeak the truth concerning h. 
Ye are called upon as witneſſes for, or agg. 
him, in a Court of Juſtice, In common co. 
verſation alſo, when there is a neceflity of fe; 
ing of him, as there rarely is, Vt 
nothing of him but what Ye know to 
truth, without any aggravations, ©: 
ations, which may hutt his good n 
as Chriſtians; Ye are to judge no m9 «© 
charitable in every a Ye think or ſay 
others; Ye are not to ſuſpect any evil; Ye 2 
to vindicate their charaRters, as far 25 Ye z 
able; and to preſerve their Reputation, wi 
the utmoſt tenderneſs, and care. 

FINALLY, to ſecure the Obſervation of ; 
the foregoing Commendments, which get 
Your Neiphbour, Ye are forbid to entertal 
any unlawful defires, with regard to his [ou 
his Wife, his Servants, and his God 
is, Ye are not to covet what is anothe!'s, d 
Ye are to be perſectly contented with what 
Your own, And not only fo, ſays the Coy! 
but Ye are to be truly thankful for it, 003 
knowledge that is more than Ye deſerve. 

Turs is the ſubſtance of the oz 
given of old to the Jews, and renewed, « 
plained, and improved, for the uſe an bs 
tice of the whole Chriſtian World 
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pur beſides the Moral Law, contained in 
Ten Commandments, Ye are obliged as Chti- 
ss, to obey thoſe poſitive laws which our 
Nalled Saviour hath, been pleaſed to add to them, 
ud which do therefore more particularly belong 
» Your holy proſeſſion. "Theſe are the Com- 
nands, by which He hath appointed two Sacra- 
nents to be received in His Church, namely, 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. The for- 
ner, which hath been already explained, is the 
dipping in, or ſprinkling with Water, at the 
ine of Your entrance into Chriſt's Church, 
mien Ye. take the Vow of Chriſtianity upon 
You. The latter is the eating bread, and 
tinking wine, as often as Ye have opportunity, 
© communion with Your fellow members of 
be! Church, to preſerve thereby a memorial of 
Linſt's Death, until His coming again. And 
tele Le are to look upon, not as empty cere- 
monies, or as mere emblems of ſomething elle 
bnited thereby, for our bleſſed Saviour has 
romiſed, that the receiving His Sacraments 
ball be accompanied by His eſpecial Grace, 
Wenfoever it is done faithfully, and with a ſin- 
fre and penitent Heart, That, as Your Bo- 
les are ſprinkled and cleanſed with Water, fo 
bel! Your fins be waſhed away, and Your 
mus purified by His holy Spirit. And, that, 
8 by breaking bread, and pouring out wine. 
do fitly repreſent His Body broke, and His 
200d ſhed, upon the Croſs, fo ſhall Ye there- 
f enlure to Yourſelves the benefits of His 


: 
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eel, which Ye fo thankfully commemorate. 
D 3 And, 
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And, as Your. bodies are ftrengthened an 
freſhed by the bread and wine, ſo ſhal! Von 
Souls be comforted, and all the Chriſtia (Gr; 
ces Ye are endowed with, be quicken and 
revived. As Ye have been already bapt ze 
into the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, let me c 
You not to loſe che Benefit of one Sacr1ncn 
by a neglect of the other. For, be ature 
that they are, both of them, equally n«ceflar 
to the Salvation of Your Souls. If Y- © ha 
bitually abſent Yourſelves from the Lord Sup 
per, it will but little avail You, that Ve hay 
been admitted into his Church by Baptiſo. |! 
will not be uncharitable to think of Vo, th; 
Ye would have negleQed Baptiſm, in4il:: man 
ner, had it been left to Y our own choice, whe 
ther Ye would be baptized or not. For th 
ſame faith, and the ſame repentance, and pur 
poſes of a good life, are required of You | 
prepare for Baptiſm, as are necefſary jcr th 
worthy receiving of the Lord's Supper. And 
if Ye refuſe to qualify Yourſelves for his, 
may well be ſuppoſed that neither “ 
have qualified Yourſelves for that. 80 
no Perſon had brought You to Baptiſin, wi 
Ye were Infants, and had undertaken, .} ! 
ſhould fulfl the conditions of it, it is ot 
probable but Ye might have died un>45!'2c 
Examine Y ourſelves thoroughly, and tee 
Ye are perfectly ſincere in this matter. ! 0! 
if Ye deceive Yourſelves herein, not ci 
be of more fatal Conſequence to You! 5 
Convince Vourſelves, and the world. 12! 
: NEL 
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„ey embrace the terms of Your Baptiſm, 
vou fulfilling the fame terms in a frequent re- 
Gn ng of the Communion of Chriſt's Body 
| ard Blood. And let me advife You to enter 
pte oon this neceſſary Duty now, in YT our younger 
cxho ears, as ſoon as Ye have informed Voutſelves 
men Mel what is required from thoſe who come to the 
ured MLord's Table. For it is found by experience, 
cellar bat they who abſent themſelves from it whilſt 
ba ey are young, are not brought to it, without 
's dupMſccat difficulty, when they are advanced in 


e haut 
of. 
J, tha 


Man 


rears, Some are diſcouraged by the increaſing 
burthen of their Sins; and others merely by 
he force of an evil habit, continue in a neglect 
of this duty, But, if Ye begin early to ap- 
fear at the Lord's Table, Ye will eſcape both 


For thiWtheſe deluſions. Ye will neither be terrified by 
id pur Your guilt, which as yet, it is tobe hoped, is 
You ot very great; neither will Ye be ſeduced by 
tor thi an evil cuſtom, which Ye have taken care to 


prevent. What is required of thoſe, who come 
to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, Your 
Prayer-books will inſtruct You, being clearly 
and plainly expreſſed, in the Exhortation be- 
fore the Communion Office. “ Repent Ye 
* truly for Your Sins paſt; Have a lively and 
«© ftedfaſt faith in Chriſt our Saviour; Amend 
Your lives; Be in perfe& Charity with all 
Men; And, above all, give moit hearty 
* thanks to God the Father, God the Son, 
* and God the Holy Ghoſt, for the Redemp- 
tion of the World by the Death and Paſſion 
vt our Saviour Chriſt; ſo ſhall Ye be meet 

Par- 
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„ Partakers of thoſe Holy Myſteries.” 1 
may obſerve, that, in theſe words, there is 1, 
thing enjoined You, but what every Chriſtia 
at all times, is obliged to perform. Whe 
therefore this is called a preparation for th 
"worthy receiving of the Lord's Supper, 19 
thing more 1s meant by it, but that, upon this 
occaſion more particularly, Ye ſhould examing 
Youſelves, whether Le do truly, and faith 
fully, perform what it is always Your duty to 
do. There is no new taſk laid upon You, 2 
ſome People ate apt to imagine, in prepating 
Yourſelves for the Holy Sacrament ; on!» Ye 
are obliged to enquire into the State of Yau; 
Souls, and ſee whether Your Belief, and Prac- 
tice, is ſuch as becometh Chriſtians. And 
can this be done too often? Can it be alchy 
put off from time to time? Will not Your 
Sins daily encreaſe upon You, and the fate, 
becauſe Ye neglect the Grace of God, off 
to You in this Sacrament? and will not this 
Neglect add to the number? Will they nt, 
many of them, when thus encreated, cane 
Your memory, and therefore not be particu: 
larly repented of? May Ye not be cut ct © 
the midſt of them, or diſabled by ficknels te. 
collect them ? Surely there is no excuſe can 
avail You at all, if theſe things are du) con 
ſidered. I charge You therefore, as Ye pe 
for Eternal Salvation, to take every opp3:tu- 
nity of receiving the Sacrament of CG 
Body and Blood. Judge Yourſelves, that ne 
be not judged of the Lord. Draw near itn 
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14h, and receive theſe pledges of the Love of 
er Redeemer, to Your comfort. Offer to 
ritian Wmizhty God this Your Sacrifice of Praiſe, and 
YY hengMhankpiving; Yourſelves alſo, Your Souls, 
vr th Bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively, 
„ o gie unto Him; humbly beſeeching Him 
n c, as Ve are partakers of this Holy Commu- 
amineWor, Ye may be filled with His Grace, and 
taith— venly Benediction. So ſhall Ye be con- 
ut taßz aged by His Holy Spirit through the ſnares 
e temptations of this mortal State with ſafety: 
201176 hall Ye fully know, conſtantly bear in mind, 
'y Yeh faithfully practiſe, every Chriſtian Duty; 
* ain hall the peace of God, which paſſeth all un- 
ac eading, keep Your hearts, and minds, in 
aße knowledge, and love of God, and of His 
bn Jeſus Chriſt ; and the bleſſing of God Al- 
nighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Gboſt, ſhall be amongſt You, and remain with 
Jeu always. 
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12 ubs have I ſet before You all that Ye are 
„o believe, and do, as Chriſtians, in order to the 
© WMWitiainment of Everlaſting Life. But ſince the 
e WWNature of Man is ſuch, at preſent, that Ye can 
gero good thing of Y ourſelves, and that there- 
e Ye have need of the Divine Aſſiſtance in 
en thing, which relates to Your faith, and 
0 practice, 1 muſt farther put You in remem- 


Irance of the duty of conſtant Prayer, With- 
©" out this, Ye are aſſured from many paſſages in 
 MWeciipture, that all Your endeavours to be good 
Fill be accounted preſumptuous, and therefore 
ui have no effect. For Your entire depend- 
ance 
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ance is upon God, and Ye cannot, by Vo 
power, provide fat the neceſſities either o Yo | 
Souls or Bodies. It is He who giveth Y ou i 
and rayment, and all the — and e 
niencies of Life, It is He alſo who puts it ig 
our hearts both to will, and perform, what 
acceptable and well- .pleaſing to Himſelf, 17) 
can ſo far prevail over the corruption ©: 
nature, as to think humbly of Uourſe!“ 
to apply to the Throne of Grace for th 
of all Your wants, Ye ate gone as fa. 
Yourſclves, Ye are able to go. Ibencc ty 
ward Ye muſt ufe Your utmoſt endeavours. /th 
ſincerity: of Your hearts will require it of | 
but they will not be effectual without tt 
ing of God, which. alone can give then (ac 
cels.. You Ter then the abſolute: nece!/ity | 
Prayer. In regard to which, the Church 
more particularly belong to, hath. provi. v | 
with a Publick Form, to be uſed as often 2s \ 
meet together for the worthip of God. . 
compoſed. by good and holy Men, as en. 
from. that Spirit of true ptety ang devotion e 
breathes. throughout the whe Ye will & 
well therefore, in paying a due regard to „and 
it will become You to loſe no opportunity 
joining in it devoutly in the Puhlicæ C 

It may be of ſervice to You likewiſe in : 
private Devations, there being ſcarcely 0: 
circumftance of Life, to which there acc 
titions properly ſuited in the . aeg 
Book of the Church, But, becauſc the 
tance, and weakneſs, of Mankind is 1uc!:. 


th 
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der can neither help themſelves, nor do well 
nderſtand the marmer in which they may ad- 
eſs themſelves to God for help, it has-pleaſe@ 
wr Bleſſed Saviour to inſtruct His Church to 
way, as they ought, in that ſhort and perfect 
bm, which is called by His Name. So that, 
however imperfect thofe prayers may be, which 
Ye make Vourſelves, or which good and de- 
wut Men have made for Your uſe, yet are Ye 
ſured that Ye are-proviced with one Prayer, 
© which all Your wants are properly ſumm'd 
b, and which, if rightly offered, will not fail 
meeting with acceptance. 

Ix the Lord's-Prayer Ye addreſs Vourſelves 
o Almighty God, who, through the mediation 
of His Blefſed Son, vouchſafeth to be called 
Your Father, and the common Father of all 
Uiriſtians, although Ye worthily deſerve to be 
zuniſhed for Your Sins, and to be uttcrly caſt 
wt of His favour. And although He is infinite, 
neomprehenfible, and the whole Univerſe is 
Wed with His greatneſs, yet, becauſe His glory 
$ manifeſted chiefly in Heaven, and from thence 
revealed to the Children of Men, Ye are 
kuzht to call Him Your Father which is in 
Heaven. 

Vr pray, or ſigniſy that it is, above all ming 
or ſincere and hearty defire, that, as His 
eme, (or His Being and Attributes) is holy, 
ul, and glorious, A it may be ſanctiſied, re- 

i iMerenced, and adored, by all Men, in every 

ice, and throughout all generations, for ever, 
iet Yourſelves more particularly may have 
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Your hearts cleanſed, and filled with II »-;; 
that, in all Your thoughts, words, and tn 
Ye may endeavour to promote His hon 0 
Glory. 

For the better accompliſhment of th Yo, 
fincere deſire, Ye pray, that God's K 0d 
may come; That the knowledge of Hi: 0 
Name may be ſpread throughout the 0 
world; That the dominion of Sin, and atan 
may be entirely deſtroyed by the Light of CHa 
Goſpel; and that the bleſſed time ma 
delayed, when Ye, with all thoſe who hang di 
in His faith, and fear, ſhall be tranſlated ' 0H 
Heavenly Kingdom. 

YE pray, that, in the mean while. (Gd 
holy Will may be done on Earth, as :: is | 
Heaven, "That is, Ye declare, that Veen 
tirely reſigned to all the diſpenſations of Hi 
good Providence, and are ready to do, (uf 
fer, every thing, which cometh of HY D 
appointment. That Ye willingly, and 
ſubmit to all the rules, and methods, 1 
hath commanded You to walk by. 
though it may be impoſſible for You eve: *o at 
tain to fuch a perfection of obediencc, !! 
preſent Life, yet it is Your fincere wiſn, c 
fire, that Yourſelves, and all Men, thru 
the whole world, were enabled to pr: thi 
Will of God, with the ſame readineſs, +: th 
fame exactneſs, as it is performed by th- 1: 
in Heaven. That as theſe bleſſed Spfr. 
Meſſengers of God, do ſpeedily, and h 
execute all His commands, ſo His fat 
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nts on earth, as far as the infirmities of their 
bh will permit them, may conſtantly, and 
lady, obey Him in all things. 
AFTER thus profeſling, that Your chief con- 
n is for the advancement of God's honour 
nd glory, Ye proceed in Your Petitions, by 
kroing of Him to give You this day Your daily 
read, Hereby Ye humbly acknowledge, that 
things depend upon His gracious Providence; 
at the eyes of all creatures look up to Him, 
ho giveth them their meat in due ſeaſon, and 
wovideth them with all things, out of His boun- 
tous liberality. Therefore Ye beſeech Him 
þ give You allo all the neceſſaries, and conve- 
pencies, of life: Which, although Ye are al- 
wed to call them Your daily bread, are not 
ours of right, but come of the free bounty of 
„d, and by His bleſſing upon Yout labours. 
e pray, that he would continue to bleſs them; 
hat neither Ye, nor Your families, may ever 
in want of what He may judge neceſſary, or 
oper, for Your ſupport. And, by thus con- 
tlng that Your whole reliance is upon His 
podneſs, and mercy, Ye oblige Vourſelves to 
nurn Him all poſſible thanks, and praiſe, for 
be —— bleflings Ye daily receive at His 
nds, 
FARTHER, Ye beſeech God to forgive You 
our treſpaſſes, to blot out all Your fins, and 
teaſe You from the puniſhment of them, as 
e forgive them that treſpaſs againſt You, 
hat is, although Men's forgiveneſs of each 
er bears no proportion to the ſorgiveneſs they 
E ſtand 
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ſtand in need of from God, yet, as it has pez. 
{ed God to make this a neceſſary condition of 
Your being forgiven, Ye do humbly hope, that 
if. Ye are in perfect charity with all men, and 
do truly repent You of Your fins, Ye ſhall mee 
with pardon at the Throne of his Grace, At 
the ſame time, Ye do hereby declare, that Ye 
have no hopes of pardon, unleſs Ye fulti| this 
condition; and do engage therefore to torgive 
others their treſpaſles, ſo far as is conſiſtent with 
God's laws, and the preſervation of peace, an 
order, in the world. 

Bor, leſt Ye ſhould meet with trials in thi 
or any other reſpect, too ſtrong for You to en- 
counter, Ye beg of God, not to lead You int 
temptation, but to deliver You from evil, Ye 
make it Your humble requeſt, that Ye may not 
be ſeduced from Your obedience either by pro- 
ſperity, or afflictions; that, whatſoever {tation of 
life it may pleaſe God to appoint You to, and 
in whatſoever circumſtances Ye are placed, Ye 
may, by the help of his Grace, ſteadily purſue 
Your duty, and do nothing unbecoming Y ou 
Chriſtian profeſſion ; That Ye may not be per- 
mitted to yield to the deluſions of the fleſh, the 
world, or the devil; but that Ye may be 
ſtrengthened by the holy Spirit of God agaiult 
alt theſe Your enemies, and being protected tro 
their power, may paſs the whole courſe of Hou 
lives with integrity and innocence, 

FixALLY, Ye declare, that Ye are firmly per- 
ſuaded that Ye ought to offer all Your prag ets 
and praiſes to God only; that Ye do not, in any 
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gare, truſt in Vourſelves, or in any other crea- 
ure, for the ſucceſs of Your petitions ; but that 


pfea. 
oh of 


, tha od, and God alone, can, and will, Ye hum- 
„ andy hope, relieve all Your wants, both ſpiritual 
meet iad temporal; For His is the kingdom, the 
. At bower, and the glory, for ever and ever. He is 
at YolMWlthe abſolute Governour of the whole Univerſe, 
fil bis de Almighty diſpoſer of all events; He can do 


Orgive 
t with 
e, an 


whatſoever he will, and nothing is brought 40 
als in heaven, or earth, without His Permiſſion. 
Vr conclude all by ſaying, Amen. Whereb 
Ye expreſs Your earneſt deſire, that God would 
be pleaſed moſt graciouſly to grant whatſoever 
to en- Le have aſked ; And, at the ſame time, Ye ſig- 
u into nit, Your humble confidence in Him, that, 
. YelWthrongh the merits, and mediation of jeſus 
ay nol Chriſt, this Prayer of His bleſſed Son will be 
pro- heard, and accepted, by Him. 
tion of T's then is the Prayer, which our bleſſed 


in thi 


o, and Saviour has leſt, for the uſe of His Church, and 
ed, ve every particular Member of it. So that it is im- 
purſue poſiible Ve ſhould err, when Te addreſs Your- 
Lou 


ſelves to God in this form of words, or in any 
ve per- form agreeable hereto. Let it be Your conſtant 
ih, the care to to order Y our thoughts, and actions, that 
jay be Ye may be always in a capacity of uſing it, For 
azaint otherwiſe Ye will provoke God's anger againft 
d from Lou by Your raſhneſs, and preſumption, and 
vou bring a curſe upon Vourſelves, inſtead of a bleſſ- 

ing. Approach Him not therefore with this 
ly per- Prayer, unleſs Ye are ſincere in Your deſires, 
bray et end endeavours, that Yourſclves, and all Man- 
in ay Lind, may be obedient to His Will; and that 
legtet, E 2 his 
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his name may be reverenced, and His glorg ex 
alted, throughout the whole earth, See hi 
do not entertain in Your minds a depeiid1n, 
upon any thing, but the goodneſs of GO. 
the relief of all Your wants. Be ready to {0:41 
injuries, and Joſe no opportunity of doin; 
to all Men. Truſt not to Your own (rc: 4 
in the many trials, and temptations, inc engt 
this Your mortal flate, but be aſſured l: 
God alone, who can protect You from theft 
of this world, and the ſubtilty and malice | 
Your Ghoſtly Enemy. Finally, be pern 
that all Power is in God only; that no cvi] c: 
harm You without His Permiſſion, no £044 þ 
fal You, but by His Grace, and favour : Fo; 
ruleth over all things for ever, and ever /\; i 
Authority has no bounds, fo will His King 
and Glory, never have an end, 
Tus have I briefly, and plainly, fe: befor 
You the whole duty of a Chriſtian; 
You in remembrance of what Ye ought t be- 
lieve, and do, in order to be ſaved. It my 
Hearty prayer to God for You, that !!:s 

race, He would enable You to practi'- i! in 
truth and fincerity. And I intreat Your rant 
for me alſo, that I may do the ſame, that, 
pleaſeth God, we may mutually receive bench! 
from each other. Here Ye have the ſubitanc? 


little Book, that Ye may have it always te 
Your eyes, and by often reading it, may mu 
it deeply in Your memories. I addreſs it chief) 

to 


hicity 
to 
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to You, who are of the yo hunger fort, becauſe, at 
Your firit ſetting out in the world, Ye have need 
of a Guide to "dire You in the right way; 
R-cauſe Ye are not entered, or, at leaſt, not far 
gone 1 hope, in the path that leadeth to deſtruc- 
don; and more particularly, becauſe Ye live in 
langerous times, when Ye have few good ex- 
amples, but many, very many, bad ones, before 
You, and therctore are more like! ly to be ſe- 
duced. I am ſorry have occaſion to obſerve 
any thing, which is to the diſcredit of the pre- 
ſent Age, but moſt certain it is, that, in every 


ſtation of life, the manners of Men are greatly 


corrupted. And not only fo, but many ſeem to 
gow Hack in the faith of our Lord Jclus Chriſt, 
and ſome to have totally forſaken it. Who 
knows but God may put it into Your hearts ſe- 
rioully to conſider the preſent unhappy ſtate of 
Chriſt's Church, and incline You to uſe Your 
utmoſt endeavours to reform it ! At leaſt He 
may enable You to order Your own lives as Ve 
ought, and, by preferving You from inſection in 
Your younger years, it may ſo happen that the 
ſucceeding generation may "be better than the 
preſent. This ſeems to be the only hope which 
is now left us; and for your own ſakes, for the 
lake of Mankind, for the ſake of Virtue and 
py gion, and for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, do not d- 
Int it. 

Be ſtrong, and coufagious, and dare to be 
* xd, under all the preſent diſadvantages of Vir- 
te and Piety. Purſue no other pleaſure but 


that of innocence, which alone can give you 
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true ſatisfaction, and peace of mind. Pe pry. 
dent in regard to Your beſt and dearetit intcr:# ; 
and, above all things, be wiſe for Your own 
Souls. Forget not Your obligations to Hi; 
in whom Ye live, and move, and have Your 
being; and let Your thoughts perpetually dell 
on that lively hope of eternal happine{s, tg 
which Ye are begotten through Chriſt [cſus, 
Think with Yourſelves, that, although Ve may 
live many years, yet it is not impoſlible th: Ye 
may be cut off in a few days; that, be Your 
lives ever fo long, yet are they really ſhort, and 
will appear to You much ſhorter, as they - 
proach to an end; That Ye cannot thereforg 
begin too early to be good, neither wi!! |t © 
ſaſe for You to loſe the preſent opportunity, 
Conſider how many thouſands there ate, who, 
refleting upon their paſt conduct, Would give 
the whole world, if it was at their diſpoſ:l, ta 
be in Your time of life. If they were fete 
to begin their days again, how watchful wou!d 
they be over themſelves, how cautious df. 
fending God in any one action, or thought 
Every wilful Sin they have formerly comn1itcd 
is now as a Viper in their boſoms, the ſting 0 
which leaves a ſmart not to be endure. ! te 
inhrmities of old Age are tolerable cnouz" t9 
them, but a wounded Spirit 'who can gat 
Such though will be Your condition, wre: ch 
as it is, if Ye are guilty of the fame folly, 2 
tread in their ſteps. Learn from theic exam 
to make a good uſe of the preſent time 
Ye are ſenkible, as Ye mult needs be, of then 

unhappy 
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whappy caſe, take effectual care that, one time 
or other, it may not be Yours alſo, How will 
Ye condemn Y ourſelves hereafter, if Ye are fo 
unwiſe as to loſe the preſent opportunity, which 
cannot be retrieved ? Ye will then reflect with 
brrow upon Your evil courſe of life, and ſtand 
amazed at Your own folly in neglecting this 
good advice. 

| Wren the time of Your departure out of 
this world ſhall draw near, which way will Ye 
look for comfort, or what will Ye do to be at 
peace with Y ourſelves? If Ye turn Your eyes 
upon Y our paſt lives, Ve will find nothing there 
but what will give You grief and vexation. 
And, if Ye look forwards, how terrible will be 
the proſpect of God's anger, whom Ye have 
made it Your buſineſs to offend ? If Ye do re- 
pent, yet how ſhall Ye be thoroughly ſatisfied 
that Your repentance is ſincere? It may pro- 
ceed from a wrong cauſe, and therefore will 
avail You nothing. It may proceed from an 
meapacity, or diſreliſh, of ſome Sins, and the 
want of opportunity to commit others. It may 
ariſe from the dread of puniſhment only, not 
tom any good diſpohtions of mind, or from a 
conviction of Your faults. A late repentance 
therefore, inſtead of the ſatisfaction which is 
propoſed by it, will be attended with perplexity 
and doubt. But, on the other hand, a well- 
ſpent life, proceeding from early habits of vir- 


Ye 
tue, and goodneſs, will leave no room to que- 


on the ſincerity of Your obedience, but will 


iy 4 foundation for a reaſonable hope, that God 
will 
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Will be favourable to You. Ye will 
pleaſure of thinking, that Ye made it Yo 
choice to do His Will, andwete not con 
to it by Your natural fears and appreh n. 
that Ye kept Your innocence, When 1; 
courted, bribed, and importuned on all {| +, 1 
part with it; that Ye never entered i: 
ſervice of Sin, and therefore have no title tg 1 
Wages. 

Bur in what Janguage Can LGeEribe to V. 
the joy and tranſport, which attends the cc, 
ſion of a regular and good life? When th: tin; 
approaches that Ye hall be called upon to an 
an account to God, how will it delight Y ou t 
think, that it has always been Your f11c-:- er 
deavour to obey His Will? What please wil 
it be to reflect upon the dangers. Ye ba 
eſcaped, the evil Ye have forborn, and the 0 
Ye have done? That I had led a better e, 
and ought to be, the with of every man, 90 
as well as bad, when He comes to x By 
whilſt the old Sinner reproaches himſelf wi: 
neglect of every duty, Your conſcience wi 
bear You witneſs, that, from Your yout! 
Ye have endeavoured to fulfil the Comnund 
ments of God. Hence Will Ye be encour; 
to look forward alſo with an humble hop: 
through the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, Ye 
accepted of Him, Death, it is true, sf {uch 
Change, as Ve cannot but be oftentimes thought 
ful and ſollicitous about, But remember; th 
the ſting of Death is Sin ;- and When ts 
diſarmed, the terror of it is much 
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00d Men therefore, for the moſt part, die with 
erfet reſignation, and ſatisfaction of mind, 
Nay we ſometimes meet with inſtances of ſuch 
4 expreſs great joy in the exchange of this Life 
oa better. And Ye will do the ſame, if Ye 
a ner Your converſation according to my ad- 
ice, For what can harm You ſo long as Ye 
ve at peace with God; Although Your Souls 
re ſeparated from Y our Bodies for a time, yet 
pthing can ſeparate You trom the love of God. 
Ye cannot be removed beyond the reach of His 
_ "Mercy and Loving Kindneſs. It will follow 
_— through every State, and uphold and com- 
vou in every Change Ve undergo. 
BuT, aiter Death, there will be no farther 
Change; Your Condition then will be fixed 
for ever, Men Chrift, who i, Your Life, ſhall 
| Fear Ye fhall alſo appear with Him in Glory. 
. . 4. {t it Your Fatho's good pleaſure, 
Wit Hal, to give You the Kingdom, Luke xii. 
„ „. For there is laid up for You a crown of 
„„ coufneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
ive You in that day, and not ts You only, but 
"3 all them who love Fits anpearing. Tim. ii. 4. 8, 
bleſſed be the Gad, and Father, # eur Lord 7, Fe- 
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- 5 lus Chriſt, who, according to Hi: abundant Mer + 
05 F „ hath begotten us again 10 4 {rvely bop, by the 

F ; ſuch kſurredtion of Jeſus Ch; 17 from the tad to an 

tbe Jug Mi” ance incorruptible, and undeſiled, and that 

ne 75 not away, reſerved in Heaven for us. 
'; 8 Pet. ii. 3. + 
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To be uſed by a 


TSOUNG PERSON 


EVERY MORNING. 


Almighty God, I give T 

humble thanks. for that Tho u h 
been pleaſed to preſerve me from 
dangers of the night paſt: Delend n 
this Day, beſeech Thee, from alle 
Accidents, and more eſpecially tro: 
temptations to fin, Let all my 
be ordered by Thy Governance, a. 
me ever remember, that my molt tec: 
thoughts, and actions, are before! 
and open to T hy fight. That fo I ma 

always walk in Thy fear, ſtudying t 

ſerve, and pleaſe Thee. in all thi: 90 
and may be continually protected b:. by 11 1 
goodneſs here, and taken to Thy 
hereafter, through the merits, and medi 
ation, of Jeſus Chriſt, my Advocate. 
Redeemer. Amen. 
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To be uſed by a 
FN PERSON 
EVERY NIGHT. 


Almighty God, I give Thee moſt 
humble thanks for Thy merciful 
reſervation of me this day. I beſeech 
hee to pardon me in every thing, 
therein J may have offended Thee, and 
0 give me Thy Grace, that I may never 
the like again. I thank Thee for all 
Thy mercies vouchſafed unto me from 
he beginning of my Life to this preſent 
ime ; for my health, food, and raiment, 
nd more particularly my friends, and re- 
aons, whom I beſeech Thee to bleſs, 
ma ad reward, for all their care, and love, 
| bwards me. I commit myſelf to Thy. 
hi racious protection this night, humbly 
„ 1\M*2ging that Thy good providence may 
mer MWontinue always to watch over me. And 
| n:dMgant that I may fo order the whole 
te. anMeourſe of my life, that I may finally in- 
lerit thine everlaſting kingdom, through 
ne merits of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed 
gaviour, and Redeemer. Amen. 


